The third edition of *Genomes* by T.A. Brown spans the broad topic of molecular genetics in a detailed and efficient manner. The material is organized into four parts: studying genomes, genome anatomies, how genomes function, and how genomes replicate and evolve. *Genomes 3* begins with the basics --- the structure and function of nucleic acids and proteins --- and goes on to cover genome mapping and sequencing, functioning, synthesis, and processing in detail.

The text is directed toward undergraduates, but with its depth and extensive coverage of the subject, it provides information that will serve well for advanced classes past an introductory-level course.

From a study standpoint, the multiple choice and short answer questions following each chapter are adequate for testing a summary knowledge of the preceding text. The in-depth problems and figure tests assess a higher understanding of the material, requiring critical thinking and application of concepts. While these study aids are very helpful in synthesizing the material, the author provides answers only to the odd-numbered questions, which may be frustrating for the student trying to self-test. However, the limited answer key allows instructors to assign the end-of-chapter questions for homework or exams. Following the exercises after each chapter is "Further Reading," which includes citations of journal articles to allow more detailed examination of the topics in each chapter.

Also included with the textbook is a CD-ROM that contains all figures and tables from the book in PowerPoint and JPEG formats. Although the figures are useful for instructor lectures and student presentations, the CD-ROM contains nothing else. Animations would be very helpful for visually oriented students, particularly in understanding processes such as replication and translation.

Overall, *Genomes 3* is a solid text, admirably covering the large subject of molecular genetics, with clear explication accompanied by well-chosen figures.
